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ELECTION SERMON. 


PSALM XLVI. 1}, 2, 3, 4, 5. 


God is our refuge and strength, avery firesent helh in trouble : 


Therefore will not we fear, though the carth be removed and 
though the mountains be carried inio the midst of the sea ; 


Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the moun- 
tains shake with the swelling thereof. 


There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of 
God ; the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 


God isin the midst of her ; she shall not be moved: God shall 
hei her, and that right early. 


"Tux divine government is justly matter of uni- 
versal joy. By the perfections of Jehovah we are 
taught, that it must be infinitely just, holy and good. 
From no other source can the good:man derive con- 


solation equally rich, support equally frm. Human | 


things are mutable, worldly good uncertam. , Hon, 
ors fade. Riches flee. Pleasures satiate. Bright 
prospects darken. The best founded expectations 


are often disappointed.—In this fluctuating state of 
things, the contemplative mind anxiously looks 


around for some permanent object on which to rest. 
Revelation utters her sweet and consoling voice ; she 
points to the throne of God: she exhibits to View 
that dominion which is everlasting, that kingdom 
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which will never end. With this exhibition she con- 
firms the wavering, refreshes the weary, strength- 
ens the weak, consoles the distressed, and animates. 
the desponding. | 


The passage before us is the language of holy con- 


‘ " fidence inthe government, protection and goodness 


of God. Of this confidence, the devout Psalmist 
gives many striking specimens in his writings, both 
in scenes of adversity and in days of prosperity.— 
This Psalm was probably composed.on the occasion 
of the success, settlement and peace given by the 
Most High to the people of Israel, after the numerous 
wars in which they had been engaged, previous to 
the reign of David, and in the first part ofhis reign. 
The divine protection and mercy, so often experien- 
ced by him and the nation over which the Lord had 
exalted him to be king, had inspired them with un- 
shaken reliance upon his almighty power and infinite 
goodness. In the day of trouble he had been their 
_ deliverer, in the season of darkness had given them 
light, and in the time of danger had filled them with 
hope and with courage. Undismayed, trusting in 
the divine arm for salvation, they were ready to en- 
counter difficulties the most trying, to meet dangers 
the most pressing, and to contend with foes the most _ 
powerful. 


In prophetic language, great confusions, desola- 
tions, and calamities among nations, are described 
by the moving of the earth, the upheaving of the 
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mountains, and the roaring of the waves of the sea. 
Thus saith the Lord by his holy prophet, J well shake 
the Heavens and the earth, and the sea, and the dry 
land, and I will shake all nations, and the desire of 
all nations shall come :* a passage universally belie- 
ved to refer to the great commotions, confusion and 
revolutions, which’ immediately preceded our Sa- 
viour’s advent. In like manner, in this Psalm, by 
the moving of the earth, the shaking of the moun- 
tains, and the roaring of the sea, we are to under- 
stand the wars, which the neighbouring nations wa- 
ged against the people of God, and the immense ar- 
mies which came against them. 


In the following verse the Psalmist uses the meta- 
‘phors of @ rier and streams. By the river and 
. streams is represented the gracious presence and bles- 
sing of the Lord. Spiritual blessings are many 
times described under the metaphor of waters: Thus 
it is declared by the prophet, Living waters shall go 
out from Jerusalem.t+ In Ezekiel’s vision, waters 
are represented as issuing out from under the thresh- 
old of the +Lord’s House, and increasing to a deep 
river, emblematical of the divine spirit in his holy in- 
fluence, and the gracious presence of God. Agreea- 
bly to this figure it is said, Iwill pour water upon 
him that is thirsty ane floods upon the dry ground: I 
will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing 
upon thine offspring.t—A stream of spiritual bles- 
sings will make glad the city of God. This city is 


* Hag. ii. 6, 7. + Zech. xiy. 8. Isa. xliv. 3. 
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Zion; the holy place of the tabernacles.of the Most 
Llgh. God is in the mest of her. Here he appears 
in the glory of his protection, of his mighty power 
and exceedingly rich grace. She shall not be mo- 
ved. Jehovah is tohis people, by his gracious pres: 
ence, @ place of broad rivers and streams.* They 
dwell on high, their place of defence is the muni- 
tions of rocks. : 


From this view of the passage will arise this gene. 
ral doctrine, that the gracious presence of God i is the 
highest felicity and security of any people. 


In the illustration of the subject, it will be proper 
to shew in what respects God may be considered as. 
graciously present with a people, and then contem. 


plate their felicity and security. oa 


God is graciously present with a people, ~~ — 

I. In giving them godly crvin RULERS. 

By the operation of second causes men are exalted 
to rule over a people. ‘They may be raised by real 
worth, and the wise and unanimous choice of their 
fellow citizens, to guide the affairs of state. With 
out seeking to obtain them, they may rise to dignifiz 
ed stations, and enter with diffidence upon the dis! 
charge of their public functions. They who reflect 
neither deeply nor religiously may view these, as 
events in the ordinary course of things, and result- 
ing merely from human policy. The primary cause 
may lie hidden from their sight.—But he who makes 


* Isa, xxxiii. 21. 
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the Bible his resort, and depends on this for light, will 
be led to the rational conclusion, that an invisible 
hand operates inthese high concerns, with well directed 
and successful force: that the elevation of rulers is 
one branch of that divine Government, which con- 
_-trols every event, great and small.—In extraordinary 
_ tases, in which, contrary to all human expectation, 
men rise to distinguished stations, these principles 
- are readily admitted. In revolutions highly condu- 
cive to the liberties and happiness of mankind, if an 
individual appear with shining and commanding tal- 
ents, acquire an ascendency in the hearts of his coun- 
trymen, and by his valor, his wisdom and maxims 
of sound policy, lead them to peace, to happiness and 
glory, ‘the divine hand is eratefully acknowledged: 
The agency of Heaven is allowed to be written clear: 
ly, as with the beams of the sun. To extend it to 
all cases, when things proceed in their usual and 
regular course, is, in the minds of some, attended 
with more difficulty. But let it be considered, that 
as on the one hand, weak and wicked ruiers are a 
rod, a scourge in the hand of God, to execute his 
wrath and to punish a refractory people, so on the 
other, those who are wise and virtuous, are his ap- 
pointed mean of conveying innumerable and immense 
blessings to the obedient. That they are thus to be 
viewed, we are abundantly taught in the volume of 
inspiration. By me kings reign, and princes decree 
justice. By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the 
judges of the earth.* Saith the Lord concerning the 


*Proy. viii. 15, 16. 
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proud King of Assyria, OAssyrian, the rod of mine 
anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation. 
Lwill send him against an hypocritical nation, and 
against the people of my wrath will I give hima 
charge to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to 
tread them down like the mire of the streets. How- 
beit, he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think 
so.* Ofan illustrious prince, divinely called to be an 
eminent blessing and deliverer to God’s chosen peo- 
ple, itis written, Zhus saith the Lora to his anointed, 
to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue 
nations before him ; and I will loose the loins of kings, 
to open before him the two-leaved gates, and the gates 
shall not be shut: Iwill go before thee, and make the 
crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the gates 
of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron :—Wor Ja- 
cob my seryant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have 
even called thee by thy name; I have surnamed thee, 
though thouhast notknown me.{ Cyrus was the cho- 
sen instrument, to capture the city Babylon and set at 
liberty the house of Israel, at the end of the captivity 
of seventy years. ! 


That wisdom and virtue, which are the essential 
qualifications of good. Rulers, are derived immedi. 
ately from the fountain of all wisdom and all virtue. 
Jehovah himself implants in the heart those divine 
principles, and diffuses in the understanding that 
light, which constitute a wise, and great, and good 
ruler. He gives those dispositions, as well as talents,. 


© sas.) 5506.7; yp Uses esky. 2, gee 
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which adorn exalted stations, and without which we 
have no reasonable ground to believe that men will 
rule with honor to themselves, or real benefit toa 
land. Holy fear and Christian benevolence are in; 
spired by him, and the exercise of these might be 
shewn, both from reason and scripture, greatly to 
contribute to the usefulness of magistrates, princes 
and allin authority. By emblems which convey stri- 
king ideas of beauty and joy, are rulers of this char- 
acter described in the divme word. The God of 
Israel said, the rock of Israel spake to me, he that 
ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of 
God. And he shall be as the light of the morning 
when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds : 
as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear 
shining after rain.*—As God hath in his hands the 
hearts of all the children of men, both of those who 
exalt and of those who are exalted to office, and tur- 
neth them as the rivers of water are turned, good and 
faithful rulers are his legacy bequeathed to a people. 
The elevation of David to the throne of Israelis a 
very pertinent example of the kind interposition ofthe - 
Most High, to bless his people in the person of their 
King. He chose David his servant, and took him 
from the sheepfolds. From following the flock, he 
brought him to feed Jacob his people and Israel his in- 
heritance.{ Great, wise and magnanimous, he a- 
dorned the throne to which the special hand of Hea- 
ven had exalted him; was blessed to triumph over 
the enemies of God’s chosen people, to hold the 


* 2 Sain. xxiii. 2,4. 7 Ps. xxviii. 70, 7L 
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sceptre with honor and dignity to a good old age, 
and to leave the kingdom in the zenith of prosperity. 
—David was a man after God’s own heart, greatly 
renowned as a prince, and eminently pious; and 
when drawing toward the .close of life, gave a most 
solemn charge to Solomon his son and successor, 
to keep the commandments and obey the will of God. 
—Not only was he exceedingly zealous to do good 
to the kingdom, but to the church, and while he 
assiduously labored to promote the peace, and or- 
der, and welfare, of the one, he was supremely con- 
cerned for the prosperity of the other. In the days 
of peace and wealth in the nation, he contemplated 
the erecting of a splendid temple for the solemnities 
of public worship, but by divine. direction, this hea- 
ven-approved plan was not executed until the reign 
of Solomon. When a nation is blessed with rulers 
who, like David, lead them to high political happi- - 
ness, in the pursuit of measures wisely calculated 
for this end, this rich blessing is to be acknowledged 
as coming from the divine hand. When the political 
inierests of a people are committed to the guidance of 
pious and faithful rulers, it is frequently the fact, that 
Zion is favored by Heaven with a pen season 
of rest and prosperity, 


IL By asound, faithful and evangelical ministry, 
The richness and source of this blessing i be 
thus contemplated. _ 


The Gospel contains and inculcates the purest sys- 
tem of morals ever devised. 
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In its foundation, extent and motives, it trans- 
cends, far transcends, the boasted systems of the 
most enlightened heathens. Its foundation is the 
moral excellence of the divine nature and character ; 
its extent, the hidden man of the heart, every 
thought, emotion and exercise, as well as the out- 
ward conduct, and at all times, under all circumstan- 
ces, and with respect to all subjects ; and its motives, 
the commands of the supreme being, the glory ofa re- 
semblance to him, and the hope of escaping his eter- 
nal wrath and securing his everlasting favor. 


In its duties, it enjoins whatever is proper, neces- 
sary and dignifying to man in every station ; what- 
ever is proper in natural, moral, political or social 
ties ; whatever is necessary for, the mutual assist- 
ance and felicity of men, or whatever exalts and 
adorns human nature. Its injunctions, reverenced 
and obeyed, are eminently calculated to qualify men 
for usefulness and promote their happiness in this 
world, and to prepare them for endless glory in the 
world tocome. This divine system allows not the 
least degree of impurity in thought or deed; of injus- 
tice, falshood, uncleanness, intemperance, or whatever 
can defile thesoul or body. The practice of every vir- 
tue, personal, social and moral, is positively enjoin- 
ed ; the practice of vice, in every form and degree, 
is peremptorily forbidden. Let the plan of Christian 
morals be examined with the utmost diligence and 
scrutinized with the greatest care, and the more de- 
cided will be the conclusion, that it is superior to ev- 
ery other ; that it is complete without the least de- 
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fect. The more minutely this point is discussed, the 
more extensive the induction of particulars, the more 
deep and impressive will be this conviction. 


The most effectual method to. diffuse the knowl- 
edge of this exalted system, and induce men to ob- 
serve it, is the institution of the Gospel ministry. 


This is the mean appointed by infinite wisdom 
and goodness. It isnot merely an human device, © 
the project of interested churchmen and skilful po- 
liticians. The holy Sabbath, with its merciful and 
comforting institutions, derived its origin from Heay- 
en, and isa part of the benevolent plan of the Most 
High, to reclaim and save a ruined world. The 
body of mankind, from the little leisure they enjoy, 
from their natural blindness .on moral subjects, the 
reluctance with which they study them, and a mul 
titude of other causes, although the pages of inspi- 
ration were spread before them, would still remain, 
without a preached Gospel, in great ignorance on 
subjects of infinie moment. 


By the labors of an order of men specially appoint- 
ed by God to search the sacred scriptures, to study 
the maxims, principles and motives of the Gospel, 
and to communicate the knowledge they treasure up 
to their fellow men, at stated times and ina solemn. 
manner, more light is diffused, than would, other- 
Wise, ever be enjoyed. 


It is infinitely proper, as the ministry of the worg . 
i§ diyincly appointed, that the qualifications and du- 
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ties of those who engage in it, should be clearly pre- 
scribed and defined. ‘This we find to be fact. Pre- 
eminent among these qualifications is soundness in 
the faith, and among these duties, faithfulness ‘to 
souls. It is truth in opposition to error, it is the real 
Gospel in opposition to heresies, which they are com- 
manded to preach. ‘Truth enlightens; error dark- 
ens. The real Gospel exalts both the Father and the 
Son; heresies dishonor them. Revealed truths, not 
the fictions of men, are accompanied with divine 
power. Men may philosophize. Their speculas 
tions may be refined and ingenious. But the light 
they diffuse is like that of the sun upon the bleak re- 
gions of the polar circle. They leave the heart cold 
and unaffected. 


The more intelligent beings are enlightened in the - 
nature of moral excellence, in its perfection in Deity, 
and its glory in the creature ; in the character of him 
by whom all things were made, and of their own des- 
tination ; in the wonders displayed in the plan of re- 
demption, andthe infinite importance of the concerns of 
the soul ; the more elevated are their views, the more 
are they attracted with the beauty of the divine 
character, the more deeply do they feel the necessity 
of divine favor. Since, then, the Gospel unfolds 
these things, inculcates these principles, and urges 
the study of these sublime truths, and since those to 
whom is committed the ministry of reconciliation, are 
specially called to preach the Gospel, it is highly im- 
portant that their efforts be rightly directed... If they 
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fall short of the mark in the instructions which they 
give; if they conceal or pervert the truth, they do. 
not pursue the method most probable to promote the 
glory of God, to enlarge the capacities of moral be- 
ings, and impress on their minds a just sense and 
influential belief of revealed doctrines, and thus to 
prepare them, by holiness and love, for a kingdom 
and endless glories in the invisible world. 


To.no class of men does Divine Providence pre- 
sent opportunities, so favorable to enlighten the un- 
derstandings, and affect the hearts of their fellowmen 
with truths unutterably solemn and interesting, as to 
those who serve at the altar. Their imstructions 
and admonitions, if faithful to their. master and to 
precious souls, are eminently calculated, and fre- 
quently are blessed by God, to lead mankind im the 
p2th to eternal glory ; toexcite in them supreme love 
to the great author of their being ; to render them 
holy in heart, heavenly in their desires, devout in 
theirframeof spiritand godly intheir lives ; to impress 
them witha sense of the worth of the soul, the so- 
lemnities of the day of judgment, the retributions of 
eternity, and the inseparable connection between a 
life of holiness and a crown of glory, a course of sin 
and the world of despair. As blessings so immense, 
to beings destined to immortality, result from sound 
and faithful instruction in the things of Christ’s king- 
dom, and as from that of an opposite character there 
is no reasonable ground to hope that they can be de- 
rived, the importance of a faithful ministry is obyi- 
ous. 
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Preach the preaching that I bid thee, is the com- 
mand of God to the prophet Jonah: andto Ezekiel 
he saith, Thou shalt speak my words unto them. 
Christ charged his ministers to preach the Gospel 
received from him. None but this, are they author- 
ized to preach; none but this, will be profitable, if 
preached. The word of Godis quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even 
to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.* 


The qualifications and usefulness of those who 
serve at the altar are from God. He allots the cir- 
cumstances of birth, of education, and of every step 
preparatory to an entrance into the vineyard ; and he 
bestows his grace, that they may enter upon the 
work with pleasure, with his approbation, and with a 
fair prospect of usefulness. Not only, those who 
are specially called, like Paul, and commissioned as 
‘ ambassadors of the prince of peace, but all who in 
the ordinary course of things, in the present state of 
the Church, are inducted, according to the divine will, 
into the evangelical work, are supremely indebted 
to God. When they preach the wnsearchable rich- 
es of Christ, and beseech sinners to become reconcil- 
ed to God, divine power alone accompanying the 
word renders it effectual. This alone carries divine 
truths to the heart, impresses them with irresistible 
energy, and brings forth happy fruits~in the life and 


* Heb. iy. 12. 
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conversation. Talents the most splendid, labors the 
most indefatigable, instruction the most faithful, 
and exhortations the most pungent, will net insure 
the conversion of a single soul. Neither he that 
plantetht is any thing, neither he that watereth, but God 
that giveth the increase.* Means and subordinate 
agents are of no account, in comparison with the 
great and efficient cause of all saving effects. The 
warm influences of the sun, and the showers of rain, 
are important means of producing the fruits of the 
earth ; but would doubtless prove insufficient with- 
out the secret, mysterious influence of immediate 
divine power and wisdom, to put in motion the ya- 
rious particles, and form them into the innumerable 
shapes and different natures, in which they appear. 
The. same is the case in spiritual things, Paul plant- 
eth, Apollos watereth, but God giveth the inerease. 
Ifa minister preach the truth with apostolic purity 
and zeal for a longer or shorter period, he does no 
more towards converting and sanctifying sinners, 
than the husbandman. does toward bringing showers 
from Heaven, and actually making his grass and grain 
grow, when he plows, plants and manures. The 
effect of means on the hearts of men is represented 
as a work to which God only is adequate. It is 
bringing those who are spiritually dead, to life. You 
hath he quickened, who were dead in. trespasses and 
sins.t Christians are said to be created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works: and, If any man be in Christ 


*1Cor. iii, 7 FEph. ii. 1. 
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he is anew.creature. To bring to life those who are 
dead, and to create anew, are certainly the work of 
God. They are things which the use of means alone _ 
can never effect. Ye. 


‘As the Most High hath revealed a perfect system 
of morals; as he hath established the most effectual 
method to spread the knowledge and the love of it, 
and blesses his own means for this salutary and im- 
portant end, a people favored with divine messengers, 
sound in doctrine and unwearied in labors, have 
reason to believe, that God is graciously present with 


them. 


III. By revivals of religion. It is here taken for 
granted, that religious revivals spring from divine 
influence ; that they arise from the display of almighty 
power ; that they are the appropriate and glorious 
work of the Holy Spirit. 


At such seasons of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord, there is an immediate change in the mo- 
ral state of the community.. This was the case with 
_ the Jewish nation in the days of Hezekiah, Ezra 
and Nehemiah. The Church, by their instrumentali- 
ty, their activity and zeal, was purged from great 
corruption. - Jehovah came down with mighty pow- 
er, and crowned their efforts with his blessing. And 
thus hath it been in every revival from that day to 
this. By the outpouring of the Divine Spirit, the 
Church is beautified and.enlarged. Her: appearance 
is that ofa well watered garden. Saints are edified 
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and roused to exertions, and sinners are alarmed, 
smitten and quickened. The change in the aspect 
of a Church or people is exceedingly jeyful, and ex- 
' tensive in proportion to the divine influence experi- 
enced, to the numbers called out of darkness into 
marvellous light. Every new-born soul is an addi- 
tion to the family of God, and made better in the state 
‘of his heart. He increases the number of the chil- 
dren of righteousness, faith and love. Old things 
are done away and all things become new. Experi- 
ence abundantly testifies, that when a religious 
solemnity pervades a people, higher objects engage 
their attention, eternal realities engross their thoughts. 
They raise their views from earth to Heaven, and 
carry them forward from time to eternity. From 
the light introduced into their understandings, and 
from their impressive conceptions of invisible things, 
the wicked become astonished at their folly, and a- 
larmed at their danger. They shudder at the re- 
membrance of their iniquities and the apprehension 
of approaching wrath, With the unquenchable burn- 
ings of Tophet in full view, with consciences awak- 
ened from carnal security, they pause in the road to 
ruin, and feel the urgent necessity of flying from the 
wrath tocome. With the keeper of the prison they 
exclaim, What must we do to be saved? Savinigly 
wrought upon, the once natural man abandons every 
false way. He turns with abhorrence from the course 
of iniquity, which dishonors God and leads to endless 
misery. He pursues the path of holiness and new 
obedience, and strives to please, and delights to obey, 
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his Maker. From the hatred, he turns to the love, 
of God. In the train of the followers’ of the Lamb 
are sometimes seen those, who have greatly surpas- 
sed others in the number and enormity of their crimes. 
Every individual thus changed produces an effect, 
greater or less, upon the morality of a community. 
Religion pure, and undefiled, before God and the Fa- 
ther ; genuine repentance, supreme love and filial 
fear, with all their happy fruits, are made to abound. 
Not only are these fruits found on the trees of right- 
eousness, the planting of the Lord now introduced 
into his garden, but they greatly increase on those, 
which have stood long under divine cultivation. At 
such seasons, saints receive fresh anointings. Their 
example, already bright, shines with brighter lustre. 
Their payers are more fervent, and their holiness and 
love for souls more apparent.—Those who preach 
the word, not unusually, receive from their divine 
Master, in such solemn and interesting periods, em- 
phatically, a double portion of the Holy Ghost, and 
are made more than ever, willing to spend and be 
spent, that they may win souls to Christ.—Strength- 
ened by the mighty God of Jacob, and animated 
by the glorious prospect of success in their work, 
they redouble their efforts, and become instant in 
season and out: of season. ‘They countnot their lives 
dear unto themselves, that they may finish their 
course with joy, and the ministry which they have 
received of the Lord Jesus, : to testify the bai of 
the of God.* 


* "Acts, xx. 24. 
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Again. The outpouring of God’s Spirit, im reyi- 
vals of religion, lays a foundation for the long 
continuance of Christian graces and virtues ina com- 
munity. . 


Although it be a common remark, that a period of | 
dulness and insensibility usually succeeds one of spe- 
cial enquiry, great light and abounding joy, still it is 
not to be doubted, that every Church, refreshed with 
dews from heaven, will, in consequence of them, en- 
joy life and beauty for a length of time. ‘The concur- 
rent testimony of writers, with respect to revivals of 
religion, establishes the fact, that the greatest propor- 
tion of those called into the kingdom of Christ, are 
in the early periods of life. Of course, caleulat- 
ing on the common principles of human life, the — 
probability that they will shine as lights in the world 
for a long time is greater, than if they were gathered 
in, when their sun was ready to go down. Young 
Christians, if they grow in grace and knowledge, will 
be brighter in old age, than if made subjects of grace 
in declining years. Their example and their admoni- 
tions will a longer time stand in the view of their 
fellowmen, and from the reverence paid to years, ' will, 
probably, be more impressive, while the benefit of 
their prayers will the longer be enjoyed, by: the 
Church ant the world. 


_ When parents are made pious, prayerful, holy and 
exemplary, the effects on their families are great and 
happy. They devote their children to God and train 
them up for him. They pray earnestly for,them, 
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that they may be sanctified, made useful in life, hap- 
py in death, and prepared for glory. They instruct 
them in the doctrines and duties of religion, they 
give them salutary counsel, and to all this, they add 
_ the efficacy of a Christian example. These prayers 
are often heard, and these means used for their eter- 
nal welfare, blessed by Heaven. ‘The little ones are 
ealled to Christ. They rise up a generation in the 
fear of the Lord. In their day they spread the savor 
of Jesus’ name to their families around them, and in 
process of time, they to theirs, and from generation 
to generation. None can tell the end of the blessings 
to flow from the conversion of a single sinner, es- 
pecially the head of a family. 


_ The immense blessings of the effusion of the holy 
spirit on public seminaries may be gratefully traced. - 
For Colleges and other similar institutions founded 
for religious purposes, the prayers of pious ministers 
and people have ascended from time to time. To 
_ these the aged minister turns his eye in search of a 

successor : to these the Churches look for future Pas- 
tors. These are in a peculiar sense a River, the 
streams whereof make glad the city of God ; the ho- 
ly place of the tabernacles of the Most High. Revi- 
vals in them furnish laborers for the vineyard. The 
sacred desk is filled with able, pious, evangelical min- 
isters. From the schools of the prophets youth go 
forth, enriched with grace, champions of truth, zeal- 
ous for the glory of God. They do, faithfully, the 
‘work: of Evangelists ; they teach mankind the way 
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of salvation, they ably plead the cause of the Re- 
deemer, and are made instruments of bringing many- 
sons and daughters to glory. In this way pure doc-_ 
trines are maintained and_ inculcated, evangelical 
principles are impressed and embraced, souls are 
made to flock to Christ as a cloud, and as the doves to 
their windows, heaven is peopled from the earth, and 
cherubic and seraphic hosts sing for joy.—Every 
pious youth who thus engages in the work of the 
Lord, by diligent attention to the state of the schools 
in the field of his labors, and the instruction of those 
designed for a public education, may also be a mean 
of conveying unspeakable good to mankind, to the 
Church, and to immortal souls. 


Nor is the influence of vital religion springing up, 
in public seminaries, confined merely to the circle 
and activity of those who serve at thealtar. Here are 
educated those who adorn the senate, who preside 
with dignity in tribunals of justice, and who fill the 
various departments of civil life. Elevated to exalt- 
ed stations, those who love Zion, and feel deeply in- 
terested in her prosperity, as is the case with all who 
possess vital piety, spread the savor of Christ’s 
name through the community, and by their shining. 
example commend to others that holy religion, the 
advancement of which they constantly seek. From 
this fountain flow the multiplied streams, which en- 
rich and refresh neighbourhoods, societies, towns 
and states. Pollute this fountain, and corrupt streams 
willissue. Pestilential vapors will arise, and poison- 
ous contagion overspread the land. — If this light be « 
darkness, how great is the darkness ? 


id 
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IV. God is graciously present with a people by a 
missionary spirit.. By this we understand a willing- 
nessinthe hearts of men to do whatever is requisite for 
the promulgation of divine truth, where it is not 
known, or is not statedly dispensed. The field of 
missionary labors is varied by circumstances. Ac- 
‘cording to the aspects of divine Providence, the ef- 
forts made in this cause are to be directed. Some- 
times the Heathen are to be evangelized, and taught 
the first principles of revealed religion; at others, 
those who have been born in a gospel land, but have 
removed where the stated ministry is not enjoyed, 
are to be instructed in doctrines partially known and 
believed, and exhorted to receive the truths of the 
cross in love, and hold fast the profession of faith 
without wavering. 


A devotedness of talents suited to the work, and a 
liberality of heart to furnish every thing necessary to 
meet the expenses arising in its execution, are res 
quired in this plan. When both appear in readi- 
ness for the object ; as the preparation of the heart is 
from God, as instruments for any design to be accom- 
plished must be provided by him, as this work tends 
immediately to his glory by bringing souls to the 
knowledge of his moral character, and to a saving” 
union with the Redeemer, as success in the work 
spreads the knowledge and savor of Immanuel’s 
name, it is clear that they are provided directly by 

the Most High. The existence of this spirit—of an 
anxious desire, that unenlightened nations should be 
A. 
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brought to the knowledge of the Saviour, or that oth- 
ers less favoured than the body ofa Christian nation, 
should be assisted in their spiritual concerns, is a to- 
ken for good ; an evidence that a kind and merciful 
God hath inspired with feclings, views and exertions. 
to promote his own cause, and affords a ground of 
hope, that he will meet them with a blessing. 


~ The establishment of missionary societies systema- 

tizes, and renders more effectual, the efforts of those, 

who are possessed of an evangelical spirit and friendly 

to the object they have in view ; and the sending of 
missions wherever there is a prospect of usefulness, 

hasa most direct tendency to magnify Jehovah’s name, 

and make it glorious in the earth. Zion is by these 

means enlarged and blessed, heavenly light is made to 

shine upon dark and benighted lands, songs of praise 
are put into the mouths of new-born souls, and nations 
who had long groped in darkness are brought to be- 

hold the brightness of the Sun of righteousness. — 

This is, in all probability, the method, which divine 
providence is improving and will bless, to prepare 
the world for the glorious and universal reign “of the 
‘Prince of Peace ; an event which enraptures, in con- 

templation, the souls of the godly, and to which the 

militant church, in every age, lifts up her eye with 

transports of joy. | 7 


‘ V. By a spirit of love, unity and peace. This is 
' the very principle which lies at the foundation of the 
Gospel, which is expressly inculcated in the divine 
word, and is enforced by the example of our Lord 
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from Heaven. Benevolence is the great law of Chris- - 
tianity. By all who know the power of religion, it 

is sacredly obeyed. They behold in this ‘law a 

transcript of their Master’s will. They see inita 

proof of his tenderness and love. Let allbitterness, and 

wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be 

put away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind 

one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God for Christ’s sake’ hath forgiven you,* is . 
the exhortation of an inspired Apostle. By this shall 
all men know, saith the Redeemer, that ye are my 
‘disciples, if ye have love one to another.t Love is 
the fulfilling of the Law.—But from the imperfection 
of sanctification, the truth is, that even among Chris- 
tians, this law is not universally and faithfully obser- 
ved. The remains of indwelling corruption gender 
a degree of malice, pride, revenge, or some unruly 
passion, evenin the best of men. No wonder, then, 
that in the world at large, where so many causes of 
contention exist, where the effusions of the natural 
heart reign'without control, and where selfishness is 
acted out with so little restraint, jarring passions dis- 
turb the peace and impair the happiness 6fmen. The 
circle of these may be wider or narrower, according 
to the force of the principle called into action. Fami- 
lies, neighborhoods, societies or states may be shaken 
by them, The miseries they produce -can hardly 
be conceived, and can be but faintly described. So 
perpetual is this jarring of the passions, andso wretch- 
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ed its effects, that whena principle of friendship, kind- 
ness and love is introduced and reigns in a commu- 
nity ; when the promotion of the general good and 
felicity is the study and ambition of all, or of the 
greatest part, it may justly be said, that God is -gra- 
ciously present with that people. ‘They expefience 
how good and how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell 
together in unity. They live like brethren of one 
great family. They are actuated by principles more 
pure and sublime, than usually prevail with man- 
kind, clearly indicating an influencenotspringing from 
the carnal, unsanctified heart. The object in view 
with men thus influenced, is worthy to be pursued, 
the advancement of the good of the whole: an ob- 
ject, in seeking which they may confidently hope 
for the divine smiles. Selfishness, pride and. carnality 
are the abhorrence of good men and of our Maker. . 

Such may be considered the tokens of the gracious 
presence of God inaland. The felicity and security 
ofa people thus highly favored, richly deserve con. 


templation. se all 


The description of a community where God is 
thus present, spreads over the mind lively images of 
whatever is beautiful and happy. Godly rulers con- 
tribute greatly to public felicity. The Church of 
Christ is in a peculiar manner the object of ineir love 
and their care. To her they are nursing fathers and 
mothers. By them the rights of conscience are sac-. 
redly respected and guarded. By their influence. 
colleges are founded, endowed and cherished. In. 
ferior schools receive their patronage, and provision 
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is wisely made for the education of those in the most 
humble walks of life, in such measure, and by such 
' methods, as to train them to usefulness, and to virtue. 
They-feel devoted to the welfareand prosperity of their 
country, and that in the advancement of these, the 
temple of liberty must be kept free from pollution. 
They will see that laws securing the rights and privi- 
leges of the people, are not only enacted, but faith- 
fully executed. Tribunals of justice will be filled 
with those who will shake their hands from holding 
bribes, and their independence will be established in 
the best manner against the overbearing influence 
of power, should it ever be exerted to produce a per- 
version of judgment. While the righteous bear rule 
it will not be said, Judgment is turnea away back- 
ward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen 
in the'street, and equity cannot enter** The happy 
state of things described by the prophet will be re- 
alized, J will make thy officers peace, and thine exac- 
tors righteousness. Violence shall no more be heard in 
thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders : 
but thou shalt call thy walls salvation, and thy gates 
praise.t Freedom is here enjoyed to as:great an ex- 
tent as is consistent with its own existence. Its gen- 
ial influence is felt, like the solar rays, by the inhabi- 
tant of the humblest cottage. 


Not only ave allthe important national concerns of 
such ‘a land’ wisely managed, but the interests of 
Christ’s ‘Kingdom are divinely prospered.—The 
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ambassadors of the Prince of Peace faithfully teach 
the doctrines of the cross, and Jehovah comes 
down with the out-pouring of the Holy Ghost, to 
crown their efforts with success. A spirit of reli- 
gious enterprize is roused, to spread the knowledge 
of the Redeemer to remote quarters of the globe, and 
gather subjects into his holy and spiritual kingdom. 
Interesting measures are devised to improve the 
liberality of the affluent ; glorious objects are presen- 
ted to animate the prayers ofthe pious. Immortal 
souls are sanctified in vast numbers, and pilgrims are 
seen in multitudes on the road to the New Jerusalem. 
This state of Zion affords to her friends the most 
solid grounds of joy, because the greatest accessions 
are made from the militant, to the triumphant Church. 
—The face of community resembles the surface of 
the ocean in a summer’s day. No wind ruffles. 
No wave rolls. Allis tranquil and serene. What 
is wanting in the view of the profound statesman, the 
sound moralist, or the pious Christian, to render this 
community as happy as any on earth can be? Here 
is found the most rational liberty, the purest virtue, 
the brightest prospect for immortal beings. 


Contrast this state of things with its opposite. 
Compare this community with one, from which God 
withdraws his gracious presence.—The Rulers are 
neither fearers of God, nor haters of covetousness. 
Their object is not the good of the nation, but per- 
sonal aggrandizement. No discussions concerning 
the welfare of Zion find their way into the cabinet. 
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——The professed teachers of revealed truths are blind 
leaders of the blind. Their labors are not owned 
_ and bléssed. No dewdescends upon the mountains 
of Zion. No floods water the dry ground. The 
garden of God becomes adreary desert. Souls re- 
main unsanctified and go down to perdition. Distant 
regions of the earth are neglected, and benighted sin- 
ners left to perish. The pleasure springing from 
pious efforts to enlighten, convert and save such as 
have not the means of salvation, is unknown. Dis- 
cord reigns. Peace is astranger. Animosities kin- 
dle intoa flame. Like the ocean ina storm, all is 
wild uproar, confusion and dismay. Under such a 
government—in such an inauspicious period—under 
circumstances so void of present comfort ; or gloomy 
as it respects future prospects, who would desire that 
"his lot in life should be cast? Happy is that people 
whose God is the Lord.* 


_ Further. The felicity of a people is partly derived 
from their security. They are essentially connected. 
The latter may however be contemplated by itself. 
It is not to be understood that, when a nation is pecu- 
liarly blessed by Heaven and graciously visited, it will 
be exempted from the common calamities of a fallen 
world, any more than an individual Christian, whose 
perseverance and attainment of glory is secured by 
the divine promises, but who is often called to endure 
many sore trials in this militant state. That the 
sword shall never be drawn or the spear be fur. 
bished ; that wars, famine or pestilence, those dread- 


. 
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ful scourges with which God chastises guilty nations, 
will be always unfelt and unknown, we have no 
ground-tohope. The extent of rational expeCtation’ 
is, that although such a nation be cast down, it will 

not be destroyed; that it will. experience such won- 

derful deliverances, as the records of New-England 
declare her to have experienced, or such as is record~ 
ed in the annals of this State, when the charter of our 
rights was on the very point of being wrested frony 
us ; that although the strugele with disasters may be 
long, distressing and violent, liberty and sovereignty 
will be maintained and enjoyed. 


Ina community where God is graciously present, . 
evangelical virtue is found to an unusual degree. 
Shining examples of genuine piety“are seen, not only 
in the lower and middle, but in the higher walks of 
life. They who are adorned with the highest hon- 
ors, are not ashamed to have it known, that they 
bend their knees in the presence of their families, be- 
fore the'throne of him who dwells in Heaven, and fills 
the universe with his glory. Moses and Aaron walk 
hand in hand. They mutually strive, and fervently 
pray, for the welfare of Israel. If Moses’ hands be 
heavy, they are stayed by Aaron and Hur. The 
truths and practice inculcated and enjoined by the 
Saviour are known, and loved, and followed. -Pre- 
vailing sins are not countenanced by men whose in- 
fluence is a shield. National crimes are few, and 
those deeply deplored. The Church of the Redden. 
er is beautiful as Tirzah ; comely as Jerusalem ; and 
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terrihle as an army with banners. She looketh forth 
as the morning, fair as the moon, and elear as the 
sun.* 


God is, in a special sense, the God of such a peo- 
ple. Heis their refuge ang strength, avery present 
help in trouble, As they loye and fear him, he cau- 
seth his face to shine upon them and blesseth them. 
Thus he was the God of Israel, in such manner as he 
was not the God of any nation beside. When they 
were ready to perish in the wilderness, manna was 
sent to satisfy their hunger, and Horeb gushed with 
water to quench their thirst. Did their enemies rise 
up against them, He was on their side. ‘Were they 
compelled to contend in battle, the Lord was their 
fortress and their protector. In language thus strong 
and beautiful is the divine interposition in behalf of 
his chosen people expressed, There is none like unto 
the God of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the heaven in 
thy help, and in his eacellency on the sky. The eter- 
nal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms. Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like 
unto thee, O people saved by the Lord, the shield of 
thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency !+ 
His eye is ever toward his faithful people for good, 
watching over them, to protect and defend them, as a 
shepherd doth his flock. or the eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew 
himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is 
perfect toward him.t Itisina good measure with 


* Can. vi. 4,10. } Deut. xxxiii. 26,29. 42@hron. xvi. 9, 
s 


BA ELECTION SERMON. 


nations as with particular Christians, or the Church at 
large. If God be for us, may they say, who can be 
against us 2* In the time of trouble he shall hide me 
in his pavilion ; saith the Psalmist, in the secret place 
of his tabernacle shall he hide me ; he shall set me up 
upon arock.t The God of Israel expressly declared 
concerning that people by his servant Moses, Wow 
therefore, if ye will obey my voice, indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto 
me above all people : for all the earthis mine.E 


To God’s peculiar people he extends peculiar bles- 
sings. On them he bestows distinguishing favors. 
In the abundance of these, consists the evidence of 
being a peculiar people. To suppose that the moral 
governor of the world would grant the same smiles 
to an obedient and disobedient people ; equal security 
to a nation generally corrupt, as to one of pure morals, 
would confound all our ideas of right and wrong, 
holiness and sin ; would be utterly inconsistent with 
his perfect character ; would greatly embolden ini- 
quity, depress virtue, and fill the world with crimes 
of the greatest atrocity. .We accordingly find that i in 
his dealings with his chosen people, which serve as 
an example of his conducting toward others, good 
and evil were alternately measured to them, accord- 
ing to their obedience and disobedience. Jf ye walk 
in my statutes, saith the Lord, and keep my command- 
ments, and do them ; then Iwill give you rain in due 
season, andthe land shall yield her increase, and the 
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trees of the field shail yield their fruit. And your 
threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage 
shall reach unto the sowing-time: and ye shall eat 
your bread to the full, anddwell in your land safely. 
And Iwill give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down 
and none shall make you afraid: and I will rid evil 
beasts out of the land, neither shall the sword go 
through your land. And ye shall chase your enemies, 
and they shall fall before you by the sword. For Iwill 
have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and mul- 
tiply you, and establish my covenant with you. And 
ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because of 
thenew. And Iwill set my tabernacle among you: 
and my soul shall not abhor you.—But if ye will not 
hearken unto me, and will not do all these command- 
ments ; I also will do this unto you, I will even ap- 
point over you terror, consumption, and the burning 
ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause sorrow of 
heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain ; for your 
enemies shall eat it. And Iwill set my face against 
you, and ye shall be slain before your enemies. Ifye 
walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me ; 
Iwill bring seven times more plagues upon you, accord: 


ing to your sins.* 


In the usual course of divine Providence, the pros- 
perity ofa state is connected with virtue. Toa peo- 
ple fearing the Lord, he generally sends fruitful sea- 
sons, health, and whatever can contribute to their fe- 
licity.—That the principles which govern the body of 
the people, and the motives which influence public 
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measures ina community graciously visited, afford 
the greatest security which can be provided against 
internal convulsions or foreign wars, will hardly ad- 
mit a doubt. There may be periods and ¢ireumstan- 
ces in Which n6 wisdom, no generosity, no sacrifice, 
can save a kingdom or people frorh the insidious and 
Violent attack ofthe unpriticipled and ambitious 5 if 
Which arnis alone Will maintain just rights, and preserve 
éevena Vestige of freedom. But virtuows fulets and 
a virtuous people, by their united efforts, enjoy as 
fair a prospéct ‘of adjusting all difficulties atid pre: 
serving tranquillity, asthe state of ‘our disordered 
world will admit ; and when compelled ' to wage war 
in self-defence, they may justly repose corifidence in 
Heaven, for thé success of the cause in winch i 
contend. FR 

_ Of this security arising from the divine presence, 
Moses was deeply impressed, when he solemnly and 
pathetically warned incorrigible Israel of impending 
wrath: For I know that after my death ye will ut- 
terly corrupt 2 yourselves, and turn aside from the way 
which I have commanded you, and evil will befal you 
in the latter days ; because ye will do evil in the sight 
of the Lord to provoke him to anger through the 
works of yourhands.* Joshuasaid unto this same peo- 
ple, Lf ye forsake the Lord, und serve strange gods, 
then he willturn and do you hurt’and consume you, 
after that he hath done you good.t And Ezra de- 
clared, The hand of our God is upon all them — 
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that seek him ; but his power and his wrath is against all 
them that forsake him.*. To thesame purport thesen+ 
timents of all the worthies most’ eminent for wisdom 
and piety, of whom mention is made in the divine re- 
cords, might be quoted. 


_ A few righteous men may save the city. . They are 
wrestling Jacobs and prevailing Israels. They carry 
their country devoutly to the throne of grace, to Him 
who heareth prayer, and who can effectually inter- 
pose his almighty arm as an impenetrable shield 
against every evil. When public calamities are 
threatened, men of this class never fail to be much on 
their knees before an holy and merciful God. How 
graciously have we reason to believe the supplications 
of such men as Hezekiah, Ezta, Nehemiah, Daniel, 
Isaiah, the prophets of old, and the good men of every 
age, have been answered for the good of the kingdom 
and country where they abode ! With whatever con- 
tempt the prayers of the pious may be viewed by the 
world, they are without doubt the mean of procuring 
immense blessings to nations and individuals. They 
who cast this contempt, themselves partake these 
blessings. To this solemn branch of religious duty, 
religious communities and godly individuals always 
resort, when distress and dangers threaten, and they 
often find unexpected deliverances, and by unexpect- 
ed means.— What gracious answers to prayers, from 
time to time, have the people of our land experi- 
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enced !—Thus happiness and security result from 
the gracious presence of God. ni a 


In reviewing this illustration we learn, __ 

1. The connection between the welfare of a state 
and the prosperity of Zion. That Christianity, in its 
principles, duties and effects, is calculated to promote 
the peace, orderandfelicity of a nation, and thatthe ef- 
ficacy of realreligion in the heart willmake men better 
members of civil society, will be denied only by those 
who are wilfully blind, who prefer theories to facts, 
who substitute their own wisdom for the wisdom of 
God. In proportion as the truths, promises and 
threatnings of the Gospel are well understood, firmly 
believed, and reach the heart, they prepare an enlight- 
ened community to value the blessings of civil liber- 
ty, to devise and be attached to the methods by which 
it can best be secured, and to practise those virtues 
on which, as unshaken pillars, alone, a free govern- 
ment can rest. When light dawned upon the face of 
Europe after the dismal period of the “‘ dark ages,” 
and the superstition which clouded the human mind 
yielded to the genuine light and efficacy of the Gos- 
pel of the Son of God, governments assumed a milder 
form, As the Reformation progressed in various 
kingdoms, the condition of the many became greatly 
ameliorated, and where it was most complete, the 
most solid foundation was laid for the establishment 
and maintenance of real liberty. ‘The religion of — 
Christ is calculated to make a free people. It inspires 
them with that due respect for magistrates, which will 
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induce to support them in the discharge of their duty, 
and impresses them with tender feelings toward. their 
subjects or fellow citizens. In no other period of the 
world has human wisdom been able to devise so ma- 
ny and powerful constitutional checks to arbitrary 
power, as since Christianity shed its effulgent beams 
upon the nations. 


The prosperity of a country and of Zion appear 
closely interwoven in this point of view, that a time 
of peace and order, when no unusual, interesting 
and alarming events are taking place, is both a time 
of national felicity, and peculiarly favorable for the cul- 
tivation of moral and christian graces, and that the 

blessing of God on Zion tends to produce this happy 
state of things. Profound peace and great prosperi- 
ty ima nation are not without their evils and dangers. 
They engender luxury, licentiousness and various vi- 

ces.—But itis tobe lamented, that when wars rage, 
great calamities overwhelm or great dangers threaten ; 

when whatever hasbeen viewed as fixed is overturned, 
and no rational calculation can be made with respect to 
the future, the feelings of men too often become so 
unhinged, and so absorbed in the contemplation of 
these scenes, that religious objects and pursuits are 
gradually lost and forsaken. ‘‘ Any mere worldly ob- 
ject, if it become the principal thing which occupies 
our thoughts and affections, will weaken our attach- 
__ Ment to religion: and if once we become cool and in- 

_ different to this, we are in the right road to infidelz 
ty.”* On this fact the advocates of infidel-philoso- 


* Foiler. 


40 ELECTION SERMON, 


phy have eagerly seized. To undermine all regular 
government, nothing could be more promising, than 
a successful effort against Christianity. Infidelity 
would inevitably produce insatiable ambition, and 
thus, lead to wars, with all their demoralizing effects. 
Despotism and infidelity would spring up in the same 
soil. ‘The same explosion would destroy attachment 
to the religion of the Saviour, and the systems of goy- 
ernment under which men could enjoy tranquillity of 
mind, so necessary to dwell on spiritual concerns. 
‘The progress of opposition to divine Revelation on 
the continent of Europe hath been marked with the 
most awful desolations, and the liberties and happiness 
of the nations seem absorbed in a fathomless. gulph. 
The longing eye looks forward with anxiety toa peri- 
od, in which returning order and ii fe virtue 
shall bless the world. 


It is a peculiar trait of the Laws of Christ that they 
extend their sanctions further than any human laws. 
They bind and influence the heart, the fountain from 
which proceed all the streams of good or evil. By 
unfolding to men their prospects as moral agents, « and 
clearly shewing them a judgment to come, the Chris- 
tian religion exhibits to them the most solemn, and 
weighty motives, to restrain them from iniquity and 
excite them to lives of holiness, faith and love. The 
influence of these motives is an aid to the morality of 
a people, which could be derived from no other source. 
Tt contributes, beyond all calculation, to the virtue, 
stability and happiness of community, and. it is in- 
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éned understandings, by saving impressions made on 
the once carnal mind, and by exciting inall the strong 
principles of hope and fear. The more Zion is bles- 
sed, the more extensive are all these happy effects. — 
Were the citizens of a state, or the members of a 
community, all tobe born again and sanctified, it 
would be the kingdom of glory in miniature. The 
Same principles would.govern which influence the 
Church of the first-born, and by the subjugation of 
every lust and evil propensity to the triumphs of al- 
mighty grace, men on earth would partake the bliss of 
the spirits of just men made perfect. Universal holi- 
ness will always produce universal happiness, and if 
partial, the degrees of the one will bear_an exact pre- 
portion to the degrees of the other. 


2, The importance of godly rulers. That an in- 
fidel may preside over the affairs of a nation with 
as fair a prospect of rendering a people happy 
asa Christian, or that the moral character of a ruler 
is not a proper matter of enquiry, is utterly i incon- 
sistent with the nature of our holy religion. To ren- 
der these maxims sound, the character of the moral 
Governor of the universe must be entirely overlook= 
ed, and even destroyed. Inspiration hath declared, 
that When the wicked are in authority the people 
mourn ; that Righteousness exalteth a nation, and sin 
is a reproach to any people. Moses was advised, and 
followed the advice, to provide out ail the people men, 
such as feared God, men of truth, hating. covetous- 
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ness, and place such over them, to be rulers of thous- 
ands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and Tu- 
lers of tens.* Wherever the qualifications of rulers 
are mentioned in the scriptures, that of their being re- 
Zgtous is always included. God has no where given a 
people ground to expect, that he will make them 
prosperous and happy, under the government of those 
who are enemies to his throne. In sacred history, 
rulers who fear God are always represented as the 
rich blessing of Heaven. A nation as such, under 
an unprincipled and ambitious prince, may exhibit a 
splendid appearance, and what is called national glory 
may rise to its zenith; but let the state ofthe body of 
the people be examined, and it will usually be found, 
that they have lost their felicity, in proportion to the 
public glory gained. It has been the allotment of 
Providence, that mankind, from age to age, should | 
be left to theorize on the blessings of a government, 
which supremely aimed to promote general felicity, 
rather than enjoy them. : 


In popular governments the character of rulers isa 
thermometer, by which to decide that of the great 
mass of citizens. Men chuse to confer honors on 
those whose sentiments, views, objects and desires 
are congenial with their own. When, therefore, 
men of pure morals, of fervent piety and exemplary 
lives, hold the reins, it is a just conclusion, that the 
vitals of the republic are sound, and that the baneful 
influence of corruption hath not prostrated in the dust 


* Bx. xviii 21. 
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the dignified character of a free citizen.—Those who | 
desire to be: freed from the necessary restraints of 
wholesome laws, will violently strive for the promo- 
tion of such as will relax the rigor of these restraints, 
and their success proves the rottenness of the body 
politic. In Israel, which may be considered an epi- 
tome of the world, in periods of the greatest corrup- 
tion, the vilest men were exalted to bear rule. A cor- 
rupt king would make a corrupt people, and a cor, 
rupt people would insist on having a king of the same 
character. 


Not only does the elevation of the godly prove the 
sound state of public morals, but greatly tends to pre- 
serve them. The end of all their exertions, as they 
regard society, is this great and excellent object, be- 
cause they view this as lying at the very foundation, 
a most essential ingredient in public happiness. By 
precept and by example, they will labor to inculcate 
the belief of the existence and attributes, the love 
and the fear of God. By frowning on vice and ele- 
vating virtue, by not bearing the sword in vain, by 
taking care that the law be not merely a dead letter, 
and by an exhibition of the Christian graces in their 
lives, they will do much to promote the cause of real 
religion. Honored virtue is a presage of good to a 
land ; honored vice forebodes misery and ruin. 

3. We learn what method those who love their 
country should pursue, as the most effectual to pro- 
mote her real prosperity ; earnestly pray for the wel- 
fare of Zion.—O Lord, revive thy work, is the lan- 
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guage of all who love real religion, and love their 
country. While it immediately relates to the gra- 
cious influences of the Holy Spirit, it embosoms al} 
that is desirable of a worldly nature. Good men, - 
therefore, bear Jerusalem supremely on their minds, 
in their supplications to God. Jf I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If 
I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth: if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
my chief joy.* Can that man be a true patriot, who 
forgets the kingdom of Jesus in the world, when he 
implores the blessing of Heaven on the land? Can 
he be a Christian, who does not earnestly pray, that 
divine influences may be shed down, like rain upon 
the mown grass ; as showers that water the earth ’t 
that the Church may be, indeed, like a watered gar- 
den, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail 

_ not ?t—that the Lord would create upon every dwel- 
ling-place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, @ 
cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming 
Sire by night, and on all the glory be a@ defenee 2) 
How ravishing to the heaven-born soul to contem- © 
plate immortal souls renewed, and sanctified, and ri- 
pened for glory ! 


outeen 

Amidst the convulsions which shake vm earth at 
the present day, and the spread: and triumph of infi- 
delity, the anxious mind rests with peculiar satisfac- 
tion, on the evidences of God’s cai sai in 
our little republic. 


| . 08 
# Psalm, cxxvii.5, 6. + Psalm, Ixxii. 6. + Isaiah, lviti. 11. § Isaiah, iy. 5. 
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. Fhe rulers in this state were many of them elected — 
into office in tranquil times, when no motives beside 
public good, can be supposed to have influenced the 
suffrage. Greater unanimity of sentiment on the es- 
sential doctrines of the Gospel hath at no peried pre- 
vailed among the teachers of religion. On many of 

. our Churches it hath pleased a merciful and sovereign 
God to pour out rich effusions of his Holy Spirit, 
from time to time, causing their branches to spread, 
and their beauty to be as the olive-tree, and their smell 
as Lebanon ; that they should revive as the corn, and 
grow asthe vine. Especially haththe Lord been as 
the dew unto Israel by his gracious influences upon 
the public seminary of learning in this state: the 
streams of this river have made glad the city of God. 
On the missionary efforts of the General Association 
the divine smiles have abundantly rested. Beyond 
expectation the fund for missionary purposes hath in- 
creased. Civilians and divines have heartily united 
their prayers aud their wisdom, to obtain the blessing 
of Heaven, and to devise, mature and execute plans, 

for the furtherance of the Gospel and the salvation of 
souls. Laborers, sound in the faith, zealous in the 
divine cause, and loving the souls of men, have cheer- 
fully gone forth into the vineyard. How many sin- 
ners ready to perish, have, by their instrumentality, 
been brought to the obedience of the faith, ‘and are 
now shining as lights in the world, or adoring, with 
cherubic and seraphic hosts, around the throne of 
God! To this number how many, hopefully, will 
hereafter be added, in the faithful and successful pur- 
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suit of the system commenced !—The formation of a 
“ Religious Tract” and “ Bible Society” may be also 
noticed, as hopeful means of disseminating interest- 
ing truths where greatly needed, and saving souls 
from eternal perdition.—For success to these institu- 
tions how many hands are daily lifted up! How ma- 
ny prayers daily ascend to the God of grace !—What 
gratitude is due to the father of mercies for these to- 
kens of his gracious presence, these pledges of his fu- 
ture smiles!” 


. 


If, in addition to all this, we contemplate the effu- 
sion of the Divine Spirit on the Churches of the Re- 
deemer, in various parts of our land, and on many of 
our colleges ; the establishment of a Theological in- 
stitution in a sister state for the express purpose of 
training young men for the service of the sanctuary, 
together with the plan adopted by the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, and the Gene- 
ral Synod of the Associate Reformed Church, for the 
same purpose ; the vigorous and united exertions of 
various Missionary and Bible Societies, and the in- 
creasing numberof exemplary and praying Christians, 
may we not adopt the language of the Psalmist and 
say, Lherefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea: hough the waters thereof roar and 
be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swel- 
ding thereof ?—If we take a view yet more extensive; 
and survey the efforts making in several nations of 
Kurope, to wave the banners of the cross and spread 
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the Holy Scriptures in the distant regions of the globe, 
and the flattering prospects of success, we shall find 
additional matter of joy, and abundant reason to trust 
in the power and wisdom of the king of Zion, for 
the protection and salvation of his chosen. 


Civil rulers, in the light of this subject, will see 
what happy prospects open before them by the gra- 
eious presence of God. It increases vital piety, liv- 
ing faith and new obedience, and thus renders govern- 
ment an easy and delightful task. It strengthens 
their hands by the fervent prayers which ascend for 
allin authority. It encourages them to hope that 
their meas‘ires are divinely directed, and will be bles- 
sed for the good of those over whom they rule.—~ 
They will feel the necessity of being themselves en- 
riched with that grace which is saving, that they may 
both rule in the fear of God, and obtain everlasting 
life.—They will remember that worldly distinctions, 
however great and honorable; will soon be done 
away ; that they must stand, with all those over 
whom they rule, before the tribunal of the judge of 
quick and dead ; and that the divine approbation and. 
the retributions of eternity, present’ the most solemn 
and weighty motives to fidelity and zeal, in the ser- 
vice of God and of men. Influenced by these mo- 
tives, they will supremely aim to glorify their Maker, 
by promoting the felicity of men in this world, and 
especially by aiding their piety, and thus rendering 
them fit for the joys of Heaven. They will strive 
not with so much eagerness and anxiety for the honor 
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which cometh from men, as that which cometh from 
God. ‘They will not be ashamed to embrace the 
religion, and imitate the example, of the meek and 
lowly Jesus. To these views, and these duties, those 
in exalted stations in this state, are peculiarly called by 
the shining example, and the death, of our late worthy 
Chief Magistrate-—To few minds have these views 
been more impressive. By few men, and still fewer 
ru ers, have these duties been more solemnly realized. 
The high estimation in which this man of God, this 
illustrious ruler, was held, the records of this legisla- 
ture at their last session abundantly testify. The pub- 
lic testimony then given ofa grateful and affection- 
ate remembrance of him, renders unnecessary that tri- 
bute to departed worth, which, otherwise, the pres- 
ent occasion would imperiously demand.* 


W ho that admired true greatness, did not admire 
Governor Trumsvutt ? Who that loved real excel- 
lence, did not love him ? Who that delights to weep 
over the grave of a pious and good man, will not 
weep over his ?—He was the son of him who presid- 
éd over this state during the revolutionary war ; inte 
whose bosom the immortal Washington poured out 
his soul in all its anguish, in “ times which tried 
men’s souls,” and a son worthy of such a futher. He 
was himself the companion in arms, and the confi- 
dent, of Washington.—More than ten years has the 
father of his country been laid in his grave.— 

*A sermon was preached by Dr. Dwight at the request of the General 


Assembly ; the members of which, also, wore badges ef mourning, 
during the session. 
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Trumsv 1, too, beloved as a father in his hative 
State, is now in the land of silence.—While talents 
and virtue claim distinction among men, his name 
will be respected. The memory of the just is bles- 
sed ; and doubly so, if he adorn an exalted. station ! 
Thave said, ye are gods; andall of you are chil- 
dren of the Most High ; but ye shall die lke men, 
and fall like one of the princes.* 


May I not be permitted, in this place, to drop a 
tear to the memory of another highly esteemed civil- 
ian, and say, the amiable, the patriotic, the brave, the 
pious CuEsrTer is no more ?f 


To animate the ministers of Christ to persevering 
exertions and fidelity in his cause, this subject is cal- 
culated.—By the effusions of the Holy Ghost, by the 
general spirit of love and exertion among Christians, 
by the signs of the times, by the promised and enjoy- 
ed presence of their Lord and master, by the good 
they have already done, or may still do, and by the 
solemn account they must give of their stewardship, 
they are warned to awake to greater activity and 
more fervent zeal. 


To promote the temporal and everlasting interests 
of men, by becoming the instruments of their being 
made holy and heirs of a crown which never fades, is 
a godlike work. We are not called to the service of 
worldly princes, but to that of the Prince of peace. 

Psalm, Ixxii. 6, 7. 


F Col. John Chester, of Wethersfietd.- 
: 7 
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We dispense those truths, which are to the moral 
world what the sun is to the natural. The approba- 
tion of kings, and governors, and judges, and the 
mighty of the earth, is, comparatively, of no account, 
The triumphs of the cross are vastly more glorious, 
than the triumphs of Cesar. A soul new born and 
sanctified, and ascending to glory, is a most ravish- 
ing sight to a benevolent being. There is joy in the 


presence of the angels of God over one sinner that re-, 


penteth. The conquest of a world, in the history. of 
the universe, is of trifling moment, compared with 
the redemption of a single soul. If we hope to be in- 
strumental in saving others, and to be ourselves say- 
ed, we must teach and exemplify the truth as it is in 
Jesus.. With objects in view so great, with interests 
at stake so vast, who will not be inflamed with holy 
zeal and unite every talent, in the glorious and all im- 
portant work ? | 


Brethren, The time is short. What we do for 
Christ and for souls must be speedily done. We 
must soon give an account of our stewardship. 
Through the blessing of God we are continued 
watchmen on the walls of Jerusalem, while since the 
last Election, two from the sacred desk have been 
gathered to their fathers.* .Letus watch, and pray, 
and labor that the blood of them who. perish be not 
laid to our charge. Let us take heed, lest, while oth. 
ers are saved, we should be lost forever ! 


*Rev. Enocu Huntincron, Middletown. 


Rev. NATHANIEL BarTLerT, Reading: 
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Our subject shews the great body of. citizens 
wherein the highest and most desirable liberty cons 
sists : in being freed from the dominion of sin. Civil 
liberty hath charms surpassing description, and is 
peculiarly enhanced to the people of this land, by con- 
trasting their happy condition with the miseries and 
despotism, which prevail among the nations. But the 
deliverance of an immortal soul from endless death is 

of infinitely more importance than the temporal sal- 
vation of an empire. Its consequences will extend 
through endless duration. Toa soul unembodied 
and waiting the decision of its final judge, what are all 
the triumphs of rivals, the splendors of victory, and 
the rise and fall of of empires ? The righteousness of 
the Redeemer will then be the only ground of peace, 
and worth them all. Those to whom Christ givesfree- 
dom are indeed free. They are subjects of a kingdom 
which will never be moved, and interested in the pre- 
cious blood of atonement which the beloved son of 
God hath shed. 


While, therefore, my fellow citizens, you earnestly 
strive to maintain unpolluted the fair inheritance trans- 
mitted by yoyr fathers, contend still more earnestly 
for the faith once delivered to the saints. While you 
anxiously trace the course of human events in a por- 
tentous period of the world, remember that in a lit- 
tle time all these, now to us great and interesting, 
will sink to nothing before the awful and tremendous 
scenes, which, as dying and accountable creatures, 
lie before us. On these, supremely, let your eyes 
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be fixed. The day of the Lord willcome as a thief 
én the night ; in the which the Heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat; the earth also, and the works 
that are therein, shall be burnt up.* 


Blessed are they, who are now brought mto the 
fold of Christ! They shall be found of him in peacé 
at his coming ! 


AMEN. 


*2Pet. iii. 10. 
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